Temperature Measurement Directions
1. Timing of samples
a. Measurements should be taken during July and August – the hotter the weather the better
b. Temperature measurements should not be taken within 48 hours of a precipitation event
2. Equipment

a. Hand held thermometer

b. Pencil and data sheet

3. Sampling Considerations

a. Measure towards the middle of the channel out of direct sunlight (if possible).
b. Try not to measure near any large object that projects out of the water, they may elevate temperature, or near any obvious springs or seeps, they may lower readings.

c. Try to measure temperature in late afternoon during the hottest time of day.

4. Sampling procedure

a. Hold thermometer just below the water surface for at least 60 seconds per reading

i. Try to read the thermometer while the tip is still in the water

ii. If you must remove the thermometer completely before reading make sure to read the temperature as quickly as possible after removing the thermometer from the water.

b. Fill out the point-in-time temperature measurement data sheet.

i. Record the approximate air temperature

ii. Be as specific about site as possiblet5r6tr

c. Make sure to record your time and mileage in your volunteer time and travel log.

d. Feel free to measure temperature at the same site on different days – the more readings the better!

