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December  3  FWTU   Monthly Meeting 
December 21  First Day of Winter 
December 25  Christmas Day 
January 1  New Year’s Day ~ 2009 
January 7  FWTU   Monthly Meeting 
January 17  Fly Tying Workshop 
February 4  FWTU   Monthly Meeting 
February 14  Valentine’s Day  
February 14-15 Big Bay Ice Fishing/Bay Cliff Camp 
February 21  TU Ice Fishing Outing’   (Schwitzer  
                                               Impound/Lake Independence-TBD) 
March 4  FWTU   Monthly Meeting   
 
      

MONTHLY MEETINGS  are held the first Wednesday of the month  
 6:30pm at the Ramada Inn/Room 112, 412 W. Washington Street, Marquette  
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Trout Unlimited    is dedicated to the preservation 
of cold water fisheries.  

 For more information go to www.tu.org.   
While you’re there, look up our Chapter for updated news. 

  
 
 
 Here we are, getting ready for the last 

Fred Waara Chapter of Trout Unlimited Meeting of 2008.  It’s been a 
challenging year reaching out to engage you, our members, in the many 
events and issues that affect us.  The past year saw our continued restora-
tion of Connors Creek to a viable trout nursery, support of the Coaster 
Brook Trout research project at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, and 
participation in a new project on the Huron River Watershed.    
 Trout Unlimited is a conservation group, not a fly fishing club.  
Some of you may be surprised at that but our mission is to:  protect, con-
serve and restore our cold water fisheries and watersheds.  More impor-
tantly, 2009 brings us into the 50th year of our organization.  Yes, it was 
founded 50 years ago right here in Michigan by a small group of people 
concerned about the cold water streams and rivers that provide so many 
opportunities to enjoy the outdoors.   
 So, as we move into the new year, we hope to have opportunities 
for you to participate in our mission and have some fun along the way.  
We’ll have outings, workshops, projects and, of course, our Annual Fund-
raising Banquet.  We thank you for your membership in TROUT 
UNLIMITED and will continue to focus our resources, both time and 
money, in the conservation issues in our part of the UP.  We hope to see 
you there!  Please let me know if you wish to have your name & email 
address added to our distribution list.  We use email messaging to notify 
you of issues & events that may come up between Newsletters. 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S  
MESSAGE 

IS  YOUR  MEMBERSHIP  UP  FOR  RENEWAL ?  ?  ?   
Don’t take the chance of missing any of the benefits of membership in 

TROUT Unlimited—check to see if you’re “up-to-date” 
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ARE YA UP FOR SUM  
ICE-FISHIN, EH? 

February should be a great time to try a 
new fishing spot ~ SCHWITZER IM-

POUND ~ just south of Ishpeming.  It’s a 
great spot for northerns on a tip-up and 

crappies, walleyes & other panfish come 
through the ice OR we could go to the 
usual LAKE INDEPENDENCE.  We’ll 

decide closer to the date. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21st, 

2009 
Lunch afterwards for socializing, brag-

2009   BO ARD OF  DIRECT ORS 
At the October ’08 Annual Meeting, several changes were  
made to our slate of elected officers and Board Members. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
 President – Bob Jensen 

 Vice President – Mike Anderson 
 Secretary – Doug Miller 
 Treasurer – John Klasner 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 Cheryl Bryers 
 Herb Grenke 

 Charlie McCarthy 
 Theo McCracken 

 John Peterson 
 Dan Turner 

 Kimberly Wetton 
 Ken Snyder 

 Tim Robenalt 
 Chris Fries 

 
The Chapter wishes to thank all these officers and board 

members for volunteering to serve in these positions of 
leadership.  Our thanks also goes to our former Board 

Members: Aaron Peterson, Sean Rooney, John Heinrich 
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 I looked at the river.  It is big, fast with slippery rocks and in the 
seams where the fish are, deep.  And those deeps may be only a misstep 
away.  On this November day it is also cold, 39 degrees.  Guide Brad 
Petzke and I are ready to wade out to a mid-stream island, but not without 
trepidation.  On my last outing trying for sea trout in the Oslo Fjord, bow 
waves from a distant, passing ship slammed me against a boulder and 
then knocked me face down in the surf.  Now, looking at these conditions, 
my comfort zone has diminished.  But with help from Brad and my wad-
ing staff, I negotiate this watery realm and Brad goes back for my buddy, 
fellow Waara member John Klasner, and we are ready to try for our 
quarry, the steelhead of this Lake Michigan tributary. 
 We are rigged up with a tandem of fuzzy flies that replicate 
salmon eggs.  The steelhead are moving upstream to feed on the eggs of 
salmon that have already spawned.  The flies are the same, except the ter-
minal one is chartreuse and the other pink.  Farther up is a cluster of large 
split shot.  No chance of casting this mass in conventional fashion or even 
chuck and duck.  Just gather in several coils of shooting line and lob the 
agglomeration with a modified roll cast, hoping the inertia will carry it 
out far enough.  I’m wearing my big, ugly sunglasses to keep from yank-
ing out an eyeball.  No style points, but it is effective. 
 Out in the seam, it is a matter of a free drift, keeping the rod tip 
pointed at the fly and fairly low.  It is a bottom-bumping drift, so distin-
guishing between banging a rock and a strike is pretty subtle, at least for 
me.  Lots of false strikes and hang-ups, but that is a common hazard in 
this type of fishing.  Happily, Brad is nearby, monitoring our proficiency, 
or lack of it, and swiftly ties on new flies, tippets and sinkers. 
 On one of my first casts, I have a hook-up.  “Get him on the reel,” 
Brad says.  “Let the reel do the work.”   Long fight, powerful runs, reel 
screaming.  At times he hunkers down behind a rock.  “Move the rod tip 
right or left to get him out of there.”  Brad’s ready with the net.  Another 
long run, into fast water, and . . . he’s off.  “Not again,” I think to myself.  
On my last outing in this same stream with Brad, the same thing hap-
pened.  Beautiful fish on right away, but pulled off and that was pretty 
much it for the day. 
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 Thankfully today is different.  A little later in another run down-
stream, I have tied onto another fine fish.  This puts up an even longer 
fight.  He takes me into the backing twice.  I try not to put too much pres-
sure on, reeling in when he relaxes and letting the drag on the reel do its 
job when he decides to take an excursion.  He comes up for some aerial 
acrobatics several times, head bobbing back and forth.  I am hoping against 
hope that I can work him to Brad’s net before he pulls off.  Hope prevails, 
he’s in the net!!! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can see why these 
beautiful fish are 
nicknamed, 

“Chrome.”  He is a streamlined, silvery, powerful missile.  We didn’t 
measure or weigh him to keep from distressing him even more.  But Brad 
estimates that he is around eight pounds.  Just a picture and a kiss and he is 
back in the water. 
 I managed to catch and release two more in this section of the 
river.  They all put up a superb fight; this could be addicting.  It has started 
to drizzle and the wind has picked up.  Brad introduces us to the spey rod 
and demonstrates how to cast with it.  We give the two-handed behemoth a 
try and then wade back to the shore and take a break for lunch. 
 After lunch we walked to some slower water where I tried my 
hand with the spey rod.  It is fourteen feet long.  The shooting head re-
minds me of green weed eater line except it is much more pliable.  The 
dynamics of casting are going to take a lot of practice.  Essentially, it starts 
with a roll cast to get the line straightened out on the water away from 
where you want the fly to end up.  Then raise the rod tip to bring the line  

Doug Miller  
in his Kromer  

with his “Chromie” 

(continued on page 6)  



 
“ “ 

back to you but keeping the fly on the water.  About the time it comes to a 
stop, you trace a backwards “C” with the rod tip high above but in front 
of you.  If successful, the fly should end up slightly ahead and to your 
right.  Then another roll cast, this time in the direction you want the fly to 
end up.  With a combination of the long rod, the leverage of the extended 
handle and the mass of the shooting head, someone who knows what they 
are doing can cast distances that are just short of phenomenal.  If there is 
a lot of room behind you, after the last roll cast you can back cast in a 
more conventional manner and gain even more distance.  We fished in 
this section for about an hour but did not turn any fish, so we went farther 
upstream to another fast-water reach. 
 I went back to the conventional rig and was able to catch another 
chromed steelhead and had another hookup or two.  By this time we had 
been in the water for about seven hours.  My feet were so numb; I could-
n’t feel them hitting the bottom, so I really had to concentrate on walking.  
I had brought a couple of pairs of special fishing gloves, but they fell 
short of keeping my hands warm and dry and were a hindrance to coiling 
the shooting line neatly.  The rest of me was pretty warm as I had layered 
a lot of smart wool.  I also wore my red Stormy Kromer and I made the 
association with the nickname of our objective, so I figured that it brought 
me luck.  I expect I will be wearing it on future steelhead outings even if 
the temperature is tropical. 
 Because our hands and feet didn’t work so well, we had to help 
each other get out of our waders.  Finally we were in the car with the tem-
perature and fan turned up full and the seat heaters on.  After about an 
hour our bodies felt normal again.  It was a long ride home through the 
drizzle and rain.  I had been up since 04:45, but it was all worth the effort 
to get the steelhead monkey off my back.  Could an Atlantic salmon, per-
haps in Norway, be next? 

  Cheers!     Doug Miller 

 Turn your face to the sun and 
                       The shadows fall behind you. 
                                                            ~ Maori proverb 
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(continued from page 5) 
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Ken Snyder,  by popular demand,  will host  
a Fly Tying Workshop  ~ Learn about tying foam flies  ~    

8  different colors ~ Montana Chernobyl, Grasshoppers (foam & 
hair),  Panfish Spiders, etc.  

Call Ken for details @ 249-9061 
  

January 17th, 2009 

On Monday, August 17, 2009, folks from all around the country will start to 
arrive in Traverse City, MI for Trout Unlimited’s Annual Meeting and Con-
vention.  Trout Unlimited was formed in Michigan and has grown over the 
last 50 years into the national organization that it is today.  The Michigan 
Council and local Chapters are excited to help the national organization 
host this event and celebrate our 50th anniversary here in Michigan where 
everything started.  This years’ annual meeting, which is open to all TU 
members, will include several additional events (including fishing hosted 
by locals, conservation tour, vendor day, banquet, live music by Chasin’ 
Steel and more) throughout the week in celebration of the 50th Anniver-
sary.  Things will wrap up on Sunday, August 23, 2008.  More information 
including registration details will be coming to www.tu.org in January.   

Keep an eye out for it and don’t miss out on the 50th Celebration!! 

Michigan to Host the  
The 50th Anniversary 

Celebration of 
TROUT UNLIMITED  Aug. 17 - 23, 2009 

Traverse City, Michigan 

save the 
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A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE 
JOHN  PETERSON/JOHN  VOELKER  

CONNECTION 

 John P. ‘Long John’ Peterson started fly-fishing 
and fly tying in the 1930's. He became interested in the 
sport while reading about it in a book of fly-fishing from 
the local public library.  So he and a friend gathered some 
basic fly tying materials including feathers from an old 
coat collar.  They fashioned their first crude fly and 
eureka; it caught a fish! But it was young John who would 
be hooked much deeper on a sport that would enrich him 

and his loved ones so very much from that moment on. 
 During the next decade his fly tying skills improved to the point 
where he was providing flies for many friends and the local sport shops. He 
even taught his father John H. ('Pete') the art of fly-fishing and fly tying.  After 
John's return from World War 2, he picked up where he left off and tied and 
fished with friends including John Voelker.  In the late 1950's Voelker ap-
proached 'Long John' and put in an order for flies that were far from the nor-
mal tiny trout offerings he usually requested. He wanted large, eye catching, 
hair and feathered affairs that were in different stages of construction. These 
were the very flies and materials that were used by Paul Biegler (Jimmy Stew-
art) for the courtroom scenes in the movie “Anatomy of a Murder.” These 
props were so popular as souvenirs that at one point John Voelker had to ask 
his friend 'Long John' to quickly tie more flies for filming. 
 Later, in one of Voelker's beautiful pictorial books, titled “Anatomy 
of a Fisherman”, he wrote “My Shining Hour", describing an evening of grace 
and stealth trying to entice large trout with difficult casts. He used a #14 Ad-
ams tied by "Peterson, one of my favorite tiers".   Concerned as to the presen-
tation to the fish the "noble little Adams got drowned on the pick-up.... but 
regained it's buoyancy and rode beautifully". "God bless 'Long John' Peterson he mur-
mured.." 
 Over the years, John Voelker graced the Peterson house many times 
in search of the perfect fly. His was always remembered as being a perfect 
gentleman; not wanting to bother the household in pursuit of new furred and 
feathered ammunition. But once in the fly tying den both Johns uttered hushed 
and subdued whispers inventing creative new trout fooling strategies. Ahhh... 
the plans of boys...  John Voelker once stated he was a bit envious of those  



N E W  M E M B E R S  
 

 

Frank Chudy of Marquette 

Donna Des-Jardin of Lake Linden 

P. Farrell of Marquette 

Todd Gall of Northville 

 

   

 

Gary Hagmann of Champion 

Renee Leow of Marquette 

Dylan Mattson of Republic 

WELCOME!! 
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who tied flies feeling the process was akin to a musician writing a lovely 
concerto and then sitting at the piano and playing it. When once asked if he 
himself tried to tie flies he chuckled and admitted he was much better at 
zipping one up! 
 Talented anglers, John Voelker and 'Long John' seemed to believe 
that the gifts they possessed weren't all that special and couldn't understand 
why others "fussed" over their works. 'Long John' often said.. "If you can 
tie your shoes you can tie a decent fly". But he still marveled at the gift of 
writing. John Voelker often encouraged 'Long John' to write and when do-
ing so said.. "just be yourself and write in simple understandable terms" he 
said... "you'll do fine". Sure enough, 'Long John' wrote a short story on the 
habits of fly-fishing and it was published.  Without Voelker’s encourage-
ment, 'Long John' would not have achieved that proud accomplishment. 

 'Long John' Peterson eventually taught his father, son and grand-
son (all named John) to fly fish and tie flies. In fact all four generations of 
John Petersons tied flies for John Voelker.  An eloquent letter to John IV 
said it wonderfully...."Your great-grandfather and grandfather and father 
have tied trout flies that I've used and treasure, just as I now treasure the two 
you tied for me at the age of ten. Thank you and good luck and good fishing. 
Your friend, John Voelker " 
 Over the years John Voelker has cast beautifully tied feathered 
creations crafted by many gifted tiers residing near and far. Each tier 
(and fellow fisherman) has surely been touched by this unique and won-
derful character with the boyish grin especially when near his beloved 
trout waters.                                                                 By John Peterson 
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Hunting season is in full swing and probably some of you are looking for-
ward to ice fishing (yes, I’ve already started my ice auger).   However, the 
banquet committee has started some initial planning for the next Banquet. 

Our 22nd Annual Banquet will be on Friday, April 17th, at 6:00 pm in 
NMU’s University Center.  Raffle prizes have already been selected and 

our state raffle license has been applied for, so as soon as it is approved, we 
start printing raffle tickets.  We had hoped to have them in time for “deer 
camp”; however, we should have them in time for selling around the holi-

days.  Six raffle tickets will make an excellent stocking stuffer. 
The banquet will 
continue to have 
live & silent auc-
tions, blue bucket 

drawings, card 
drawings, a spe-

cial prize table for 
the ladies, a spe-
cial drawing for 

all the kids attend-
ing and of course, our giant raffle drawing for cash, cash & more cash.  

The Fred Waara TU banquet is for the whole family,  
so bring wives, kids, grand parents and friends! 

Have a great holiday season and we’ll see you next April 17th. 

22nd   ANNUAL    BANQUET  
Friday, April 17th 

6:00pm 
NMU’s University Center 

A great 
crowd at 

last 
year’s 

Annual 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President……………………....Bob Jensen—228-3052; pbjup@hotmail.com  
Vice President…………………Mike Anderson—cedarsavage_2000@yahoo.com 
Treasurer……………………...John Klasner—249-1348; jklasner@charter.net 
Secretary………………………Doug Miller-345-9372; swampycamp@aol.com  

Cheryl Bryers-249-5651; cmbryers@charter.net 
Chris Fries-baldwinkiln@yahoo.com 

Herb Grenke—249-9180; hgrenke@nmu.edu 
Charlie McCarthy-475-7441; JCmcCarthy@sbcglobal.net 

Theo McCracken –drawer53@yahoo.com 
John Peterson-439-5339; jandm49@hotmail.com 

Tim Robenalt-trobenalt@aol.com 
Ken Snyder– 249-9061; m28snyders@yahoo.com 
Dan Turner-475-7798; floydboy@chartermi.net 

                 Kimberly Wetton-475-4148; kwetton@plunkettcooney.com 
                         Newsletter Editor:  Peggy Jensen—228-3052; pbjup@hotmail.com 

     
 

“The sky is the daily bread of the eyes.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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CONGRATULATIONS ! !   
Our very own Kimberly Wetton, past 

Fred Waara Chapter President, was elected 
Chair of the Michigan Council of Trout 

Unlimited at the September meeting.  She 
previously served as Vice-Chair of 

MCTU.   
The timing is significant because she will 
be presiding during the national celebra-

tion of the 50th Anniversary of the found-
ing of Trout Unlimited. 
Way to go, Kimberly! Kimberly Wetton 
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